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Elizabeth Hensley, Editor-in-chief

ENHENSLEY@CSUMB.EDU

American artist, Andy Warhol once
said “They always say that time
changes things, but you actually
have to change them yourself.”
As we continue on a merrygo-round
of
classes
and
meetings, rush hour gridlock and
microwaved dinners, it can be easy
to go through the motions of life
without asking or really knowing
how we got here. Not until we
break through the monotony and
pierce holes in our unquestioning
and complacent logic, can we truly
have a shot at changing the world.
Twenty years ago, founding
faculty did just that when they
came to California State University
Monterey Bay (CSUMB). They
arrived to a desolate shell of a
military base with nothing more
than a vision for the future.
That was when they created the
innovative guide and trusted
companion to assist them in the
adventure they were undertaking:
the
Vision
statement.
It was an ode to the diverse
nature of our region, with
emphasis on a multilingual,
multicultural
and
genderequitable education for all people
who walked through the doors
of this university. Now, twenty

years later, we continue to aspire
and evolve toward this vision.
The Vision statement is also
a testament to the innovative
spirt of the founders of CSUMB.
They
brought
with
them
unique ideas for the future that
challenged pedagogical norms to
accommodate
interdisciplinary
learning
with
majors
like
Visual and Public Arts, Human
Communication, Environmental
Science,
Technology
and
Policy and Global Studies.
Though the Otter Realm is
only a small piece of the puzzle,
we strive to encourage CSUMB’s
Vision statement to live on - and
offthe page. Andas Editor in Chief,
I am in a unique position to help.
In this issue, we focus on
diversity which can be seen
in
our
stories
celebrating
Chican @/Latin @
Heritage
Month, gender equality with
the new club Women in Math,
and of course, the anniversary
of CSUMB’s Vision statement.
Additionally, our university’s
success did not come from idle
chatter, it came from the passionate
will to make things happen.
As our university continues
to grow and injustices plague
the world abroad and at home,
we must stay the course and
continue to do what we can to
keep unwavering eyes on this
vision— and make it our own.
For this reason, we also chose
to reach out to the community and
focus on more critical issues that
affect our campus. These resulted
in articles that address on-campus
safety concerns in light of the
recent sexual assault at CSUMB,
and student concerns about
campus housing management.
Whether it is for an education,
a safer school or neighborhood,
rights to love who we love or to
thrive in the skin we inherited, we
should fight for a vision that can
benefit all of us — wearing truth as
our armor. Because the injustices
we stand up for today may be
what our children are delivered
from in the future. After all, a
vision is more than something to
look at, it is something we must
take an active role in achieving.
www.otterrealm.com
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LITERATURE STANDTABLING

CSIT++ Cohort Enrichment

Main Quad

Media Learning Center Rm 104

Media Learning Center

9:30am

9:30am-12:00pm

8:00am-5:20pm

FARM CLUB MEETING

WOMEN'S LEADERSHIP
COUNCIL LUNCHEON

Student Center-Rm 120

Alumni & Visitors's Center

12:00pm-1 :50pm
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12:00pm-1:00pm
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11:30am-1:30pm
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Pacific Grove Museum of
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Main Quad
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PARTY IN PINK

Student CenterRm-113

12:00pm-2:00pm
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KAPPA YARD SHOW
Student Center-QUAD

City Hall Lawn

6:00pm-9:00pm

4:30pm-9:00pm

11:00am-12:00pm

12:00pm-1:30pm

DIVERSITY MAPPING RESULTS

10/9

Personal Growth & Counseling Center
3:30pm-5:00pm

SESIDE'S 60TH BDAY PARTY

1:00pm-2:00pm

OSU GAME NIGHT
Student - East Lounge
7:00pm-10:00pm

YOU HAVETHE RIGHT TO REMAIN SALSA MAGIC
Black Box Cabaret
OPRESSED
9:00pm-12:00am
Student Center-West Lounge
5:00pm-7:00pm

12:10pm-1:50pm

KEEP WOMEN IN MIND

Student Center - West Lounge

8:30pm-9:30pm

10/12

10/13
MANAGING MYTEST ANXIETY!
Library Rm 1170
12:00pm-1:00pm

10/14

10/15

LITERATURE STAND TABLING

STUDYING ABROAD TABLINGMain Quad

Main Quad
9:30am

1:00pm-2:00pm

The Otter Realm is

ZUMBA!
Black Box Cabaret
6:00pm-7:00pm

Submit your work!

CHICANO/A LATINO/A
GRADUATION ASSC. MTG.
OC3
12:00-1:30
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OTTERS GOT TALENT
Black Box Cabaret
7:00pm-8:30pm

GUEST SPEAKER: LEA DELARIA
University center - Ballroom

5:00pm-10:00pm

always accepting student
submissions to highlight
achievements.
Send us your work!

-Art
-Cartoons
- Editorials/Opinion
-Short Stories
-Photography
-Poetry
-Anything creative!

Please email your submissions to otterrealm@csumb.edu
www.otterrealm.com
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ARE YOU AFRAID OF THE DARK?

CSUMB STUDENTS EXPRESS CONCERNS ABOUT CAMPUS LIGHTING AND SAFETY

Photo By: Alex Hennessey

Christopher James-Justice Siders
Staff Reporter

CSIDERS@CSUMB.EDU
The improvement of outdoor
lighting, in addition to security
cameras and more emergency
dispatchers in parking lots,
are some of the suggestions
collected from a sample of
California
State
University
Monterey
Bay
(CSUMB)
students and campus employees

who may find themselves
walking
around
campus
at
night.
Of the 26 students and
campus employees surveyed
by the Otter Realm, 12 said
that they felt safe walking
around campus at night.
However, the majority of those
interviewed said they feel that
certain areas are very dark and
believe that improvements
need
to
be
made.
Christopher Barahona, a
Visual and Public Arts senior
said “In terms of lighting
around campus I think
some areas are well-lit, but
Light poles in East Campus.
other
areas are not compared to
surveyed by the Otter Realm.
Students’ concerns about safety other college campuses I visited
issues have been highlighted due personally. I understand it’s a
to the recent incident in which developing school and it’s still
a female student was sexually young, but if there is money
assaulted. The incident occurred to fund a multimillion dollar
at 1:30 a.m. on the morning business building, there has
of Sept. 24 just south of main to be enough to fix lighting.”
CSUMB
students
also
campus in what was described as
expressed
perceptions
about
a “wooded area.” Along with this
information, the University Police feeling unsafe on East Campus.
Department (UPD) has released Xinia Whitler, Social Media
personal safety tips for people Coordinator of Otter Student
Union and resident of Saratoga

Court said, “If we are talking
about me being alone, I believe
East Campus is not lit enough to
go anywhere but our own court.”
Charn Singh, a Biology senior,
said “To be honest, I don’t feel
comfortable roaming around on
campus at night. Just earlier this
week, I was in the library and
wanted to get some Starbucks
before my late night movie class
but I decided against it since I
would be walking from the library
to the Student Center all by
myself. It sucks that as a female, I
have to avoid doing certain things
because I fear for my own safety.”
On average males feel more
comfortable than females walking
around campus at night. Peter
Song of the Otter Cross Cultural
Center said “I definitely believe
that the campus can strive towards
having a better lit campus.
However, I do feel pretty safe.
As for me since I identify as male
it’s different when I walk around
campus, it’s not comparable being
a female walking around campus.”
Students have pointed out
lighting concerns in certain
areas such as: the Music

Hall, parking lot 107, parking
lot 45 and Intergarrison on
the road to East Campus.
Richard Sweet, JLC senior,
believes that there should be
more cameras in place in areas
such parking lot 28 of the
World Theater, an area that
is well lit with one emergency
dispatcher in the far north
west corner of the parking lot.
In
addition to the list
of personal safety tips, UPD
provides a campus night walk
shuttle service for students that
may feel uncomfortable walking
home or to their car. UPD also
provides an annual security report
every academic year available as
of Oct. 1. The current statistics
that are available online are
between the years of 2010-2012.
Within these years there are
a total of 18 reported cases of
forcible sex offenses, 2 cases of
aggravated assault, 28 cases of
burglary/theft, and 9 cases of
weapon violations. The crime
statistics for the past academic
year are set to be available
Oct. 1 on police.csumb.edu.

DROP, COVER AND HOLD

OTTERS PREPARE FOR THE GREAT CALIFORNIA SHAKEOUT
Hailey Vetter, Student Reporter

HVETTER@CSUMB.EDU
It may sound like an ‘80s dance
party, but Great California
Shakeout is actually the name
of a
statewide
earthquake
drill. On Oct. 16 at precisely
10:16 a.m., California State
University,
Monterey
Bay
(CSUMB) will be participating in
The Great California Shakeout.
The drill will begin with
students receiving an Otter Alert
text message, and if you happen
to be outdoors in main campus,
you may even hear our emergency
alert Visiplex system signaling
the
events
commencement.
If you are indoors during the
drill, you are asked to drop to
the floor, seek cover under a
sturdy piece of furniture and
hold on to your source of cover
until the drill is over. If you are
outside during the drill. CSUMB
4 | Otter Realm | October 2, 2014

Emergency Manager Dick Bower
urges you to “find a fairly open
area, get down on the ground,
curl up, and protect your head.”
Because some of our campus
housing is made up of renovated
military buildings that are fairly
old, some students fear that in
the event of a large earthquake
they
may
come
tumbling
down. However, rest assured
that when the buildings were
remodeled, they were brought
up
to
current
earthquake
standards, which included the
installation of very large steel
box columns and seismic bracing.
East Campus apartments are
also
earthquake
prepared.
Although our buildings are
all up to current earthquake
safety standards, there is no
foolproof way to keep a building
standing during an earthquake.
Since you can severely injure
yourself attempting to walk

during an earthquake, it is best
that you use the duck, cover
and hold on method during the
quake. Once you feel the ground
completely stop shaking, make
your way out of the building to
a designated evacuation area as
quickly as possible. If you live
on campus and are unsure of
your designated evacuation area,
be sure to ask your Resident
Advisor (RA) and they will
provide you with the information.
In the event of a large
earthquake occurring in our area,
one concern may be a tsunami.
Luckily, our university is above
the tsunami impact level since
tsunamis in our area are not
expected to exceed 8-10 feet.
If a tsunami does occur, our
University will likely become a
shelter to those who cannot safely
remain in their homes. The Otter
Sports Center is our primary
shelter location. If that reaches

maximum capacity, the University
Center would be the next building
to open its doors as a shelter
for our community. Although
unlikely, if those buildings both
reach capacity we will begin to
open up other buildings around
campus to assist those in need.
Dick Bower says that students
and
community
members
alike can take one simple step
to better prepare themselves
for earthquakes
and other
natural disasters, and that is to
prepare an emergency go kit.
In this kit, it would be wise
to include sturdy shoes so you
do not injure yourself on broken
glass, a warm coat in the winter
months, a small supply of any
necessary medications, phone
numbers of family members
to let them know you are okay,
a few water bottles, and a
flashlight with extra batteries.
If you have pets, you may

also consider including pet
food, extra water, a leash, and
a few small toys. By keeping
these items on hand you are
prepared to make the disaster
easier to handle for yourself
and any pets you may have.
This is CSUMB’s first year
participating in The Great
California
Shakeout
since
2009, so let’s do it right! As
Dick Bower said “this is really
important because we are all
responsible for ourselves and we
have to be ready to take care of
ourselves in a disaster.” Becoming
familiar
with
emergency
procedures and preparing an
emergency go kit helps you
be ready to care for yourself
after a disaster has occurred.
For
a
more
in-depth
version
of
this
article,
please
visit
otterrealm.com.

www.otterrealm.com

NOTA
CLEAR ALLY

STUDENTS FACE CHALLENGES IN
STUDENT HOUSING

Photo By: Alex Hennessey

Johnny Bays, Staff Reporter

JBAYS@CSUMB.EDU

If you live in California State University, Monterey
Bay (CSUMB)’s East Campus, there is a good chance
that you have submitted a work order to Alliance
Residential, the management company that oversees
much of the student housing on campus, for some
type of maintenance that your apartment required.
Alliance has always prided itself on responding
to work orders in a timely fashion, but do they
always live up to the standards to which they
hold themselves? These four students say, “No.”
The first student, Laila Richardson, a Human
Communication senior, has the most complaints about
Alliance of the four. Richardson alleges that when
she changed housing assignments over the summer,
she discovered a gas leak coming from her stove top.
Richardson submitted a work order for the gas leak, and
claims that Alliance did not send anybody to fix the gas
leak for three weeks. She further maintains that she sent
numerous emails to Alliance voicing her complaints about
the length of time taken to respond to her initial work
order, and that Alliance has not responded to any of them.
“If students weren’t discriminated against in the
housing market, I wouldn’t live in East Campus. Alliance
monopolizes the housing market for students and takes
advantage of them.” A brief look at Craigslist shows that
finding an off-campus apartment in a similar price range
will often require students to live far away, in cities
such as Salinas, making transportation to class difficult.

Photo By: Alex Hennessey
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Additionally, some renters will require proof of
employment, something not all students have. As a result,
East Campus is often the more practical choice in terms
of price and location. This could explain why Richardson
feels that students are discriminated against in the housing
market, and why she thinks that Alliance has a monopoly.
Anotherstudentwhoexperiencedproblemswith Alliance’s
tardiness is Jessica Hoff, a senior in the Communication
Design program. Hoff moved into East Campus on Aug. 14 in
order to begin working for Associated Students. According
to Hoff, the bedroom key she received did not work.
She placed the order the same day, and an Alliance
employee came to take the key, telling her that she
would be contacted and given a new key once they
had it in their possession. Hoff was not contacted
until early in September, only to be told that they still
had not made her new key. Hoff has yet to receive
her key at the time of this article being written.
Ashley Stout, a Business senior, contacted Alliance
on Aug. 18 regarding a bathroom door that she claimed
would lock people inside. Stout specified her experience,
saying “I got locked in that fucking bathroom and
had to have Eugene let me out!” Stout was clearly
very upset about being trapped inside of a bathroom.
She went on to explain that Alliance did not fix the door
until Sept. 17, prompting Stout and her two housemates to
send multiple emails to Alliance expressing their anger at
the length of time Alliance took to repair their door. When
Stout heard back from Alliance, they informed her that the
reason for the delay was “incorrect
wording” on the work order.
When asked for comment
about their tardiness, Alliance
Business Manager Leon Hrabik
wrote
“Alliance strives to
respond to all service requests
within 48 hours of initial
notification... however, there
may be times where this time
period becomes extended due to
specialty parts or more extensive
work
being
necessitated.”
This could explain the delays
in the aforementioned work
orders, as the complex nature
of the repairs required certain
materials that Alliance might
have had to locate or purchase
in order to complete them.
Regarding Richardson’s gas
leak, Hrabik wrote “Maintenance

emergencies are responded to immediately upon
notification. Residents [sic] at the community are provided
a list of what constitutes an emergency when they move-in,
and can receive duplicate copies from Housing’s office or ours
if needed.” Yet Richardson’s gas leak took three weeks to fix.
The final student complaining of issues with Alliance
is Tyler Hall, a Cinematic Arts and Technologies junior.
Hall called Alliance on Aug. 31 of this year about an
infestation of ants in her room. Alliance said that they
would contact Hall when they were going to take care
of the insects. Hall never heard back from Alliance.
It was only when her housemate called to say that
the infestation had spread to her room that Alliance
came, on the Sept. 12. When the Alliance employees
arrived, they sprayed the exterior of the house before
leaving. Hall said that the ants did not leave until her
roommate used a store-bought bug spray a week later.
Hall also said that she called Alliance numerous
times over the summer to determine if she would
receive a housing assignment or not, and that her calls
were not answered regardless of what day or hour she
called. Hall speculated that this could be due to under
staffing during summer, as she was not contacted
until the week prior to the start of the academic year.
As most of these incidents took place over the summer,
Alliance’s Hrabik wrote, “Certainly, the summer is a
remarkably busy time at the community, activities are
at a seasonal high. We engage a substantial amount
of assistance during this period through both internal
associates as well as contracted support, however,
inevitably with the increase in resident population
and magnitude of activities occurring - an increased
volume of service requests and needs are likely.”
If Alliance had a, “substantial amount of assistance,”
why were they not able to respond to Hall’s phone
calls? If they take emergencies so seriously, why did
Richardson’s gas leak take three weeks to fix? And if
Alliance prides themselves in punctuality, why do they
take weeks, or even months to respond to work orders?
To respond, Habrik wrote, “...our goal always has been
to keep a consistent level of responsiveness and service
throughout all points of the year. The perception that this
is not the case is important to us, and we will take this into
consideration when evaluating the staffing and support
program for next Summer’s activities.” Apparently, all
we can do is hope that Alliance will fulfill their promise.
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SERVING YOUR WORLD

STUDENTS FULFILL SERVICE LEARNING
REQUIREMENT ABROAD
Alexis Shaw, Student Reporter

Photo Provided By: Juan Jose Gutierrez

ASHAW@CSUMB.EDU
Did you know you can
complete your service
learning in another country? This opportunity is
now available for students looking for a creative,
non-traditional way to fulfil this requirement.
Service learning abroad is a burgeoning program here
at California State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB).
The Otter Realm sat down with Dr. Juan Jose Gutierrez,
one
of
the
advisors
of
the
recent
service
learning
trip
to
Spain.
Originally the program was only for Social and
Behavioral Studies (SBS) students, but other majors
can go if desired, and after the four week trip, students

The 2014 Summer Field School Researchers. Left to Right: Brianna Skinner, Susan Lynn
Dyar, Yoce Ruiz, Maria Andrea Cervantes, Guddi Ramsaran, Ayna Gutierrez Valladares,
Maria Rivera, Llaritza Rodriguez, Reyna Flores

were able to receive six units if
they had enrolled in the Service
Learning portion of the trip.
The
requirements
to
go
are fairly simple as Gutierrez
Photo Provided By: Maria Rivera
A canal runs through the popular area of Burgos, Spain.
explained.
“Students
need
to
have a basic level of Spanish. I jokingly tell students,
‘If you can say cerveza then maybe you can go.’”
museums. Airfare and spending money isn’t included.
The trip usually takes place in June, and advanced
“The Service Learning portion came with our
Spanish Language students are paired with intermediate
volunteering with the Red Cross. They have a system
students so that they can help each other out since it is a
for the elderly that live on their own. They have
24/7 experience in an intensive, full immersion setting.
a necklace they can press for assistance and Red
The students are hosted by the University of Leon and
Cross volunteers assist them with monthly calls and
can either choose to homestay with a family or stay in
visits to make sure it works. We went to the visits
a hotel. Llaritza Rodriguez, a Cinematic
and were helped by the volunteers about how to talk
Arts senior, was able to go on the trip
to the elders and to reassure them,” said Llaritza.
after finding some flyers on campus
At this time there aren’t opportunities for
last fall and contacting Dr. Gutierrez.
all majors but Holly White, the International
“I loved the idea of taking an
Programs Manager on campus said that she hopes
ethnographic research class, something
it will be open to most majors in about two years.
that I had never been exposed to at all,
White said that students can look into Service Learning
being a Cinematic Arts major; also [I love]
abroad program on their own, then talk to advisors to get
the appeal of going abroad for a few weeks
the ball rolling. She stressed that if the program abroad
out of the summer,” Rodriguez said.
matches with most of CSUMB’s own program, then it
The trip itself costs $3,300 for
has a good chance to get approved. She also said that
the six unit class, room and board,
planning should start at least six months to one year in
and meals for the entire month —
advance. So what’s the hold up? The world is waiting.
including two trips to nearby cities, and entrance to

SIRVIENDO AL MUNDO

ESTUDIANTES HACEN SU SERVICIO EN ESPANA
Alexis Shaw, Student Reporter

ASHAW@CSUMB.EDU
Translated by Estella Porras

iSabia que puede completar tu requisito de Aprendizaje
con Servicio (Service Learning, SL) en otro pais?
Esta
oportunidad
esta
disponible
para
los
estudiantes
que
buscan
una
manera
creativa y
para cumplir con este requisito.
SLen el extranjero es una nueva iniciativa en California
State University Monterey Bay (CSUMB). EL Otter
Realm se sento con el Dr. Juan Jose Gutierrez, uno de los
asesores del programa Aprendizaje con Servicio quien
viajo reciente a Espana con un grupo de estudiantes.
Originalmente el programa en el exterior era
solo para los estudiantes de SBS (Sociologia
y Estudios de Comportamiento), pero ahora
incluye otros departamentos. Despues de un
viaje de cuatro semanas los estudiantes reciben
seis
unidades
si
estan
registrados
en
SL.
Los requisitos para ir son simples, como explico
Gutierrez.“Losestudiantesdebenalcanzarunnivelbasico
de espanol. Yo les digo a los estudiantes bromeando:
‘Si puedes decir cerveza, entonces estas listo para ir.’”
Elviajeporlogeneralsellevaacaboenjunio.Estudiantes
avanzados de espanol hacen pareja con estudiantes
6 | Otter Realm | October 2, 2014

de nivel intermedio para que se ayuden unos a otros,
ya que es una experiencia de inmersion total intensa.
LosestudiantessonrecibidosporlaUniversidaddeLeon
y pueden optar por aloj arse con una familia o quedarse en
un hotel. Llaritza Rodriguez de Artes Cinematograficas,
se entero del programa a traves de unos volantes el
otono pasado y entro en contacto con el Dr. Gutierrez.
“Me encanto la idea de tomar una clase de investigation
etnografica, algo que yo nunca habfa estado expuesta en
Artes Cinematograficas; tambien [me llamo la atencion]
ir al extranjero durante algunas semanas en el verano “.
El viaje en si cuesta $ 3,300 que cubre la
clase de seis creditos, el alojamiento y comidas
durante todo el mes - incluyendo dos viajes a las

Photo By: Llaritza Rodriguez

ciudades cercanas, y la entrada a los museos. El
pasaje de avion y otros gastos no estas incluidos.
“Hicimos la parte de Aprendizaje con Servicio (SL)
a traves de nuestro voluntariado en la Cruz Roja. Elios
tienen un sistema para los ancianos que viven solos y
que consiste en un collar que pueden presionar para
obtener asistencia. Los voluntarios de la Cruz Roja
realizan Hamadas yvisitas mensuales para asegurarse de
que el sistema funciona. Nosotros acompanamos a los
voluntarios de la Cruz Roja y ellos nos mostraron como
hablarconlos ancianosy tranquilizarlos,” dijo Rodriguez.
En este momento, no hay oportunidades de
SL para todas las carreras, pero Holly White,
el Director de Programas Internationales en el
campus dice que ella espera que sea abierto a la
mayoria de los departamentos en unos dos anos.
White dijo que los estudiantes pueden buscar por
su cuenta oportunidades en el extranjero y luego
hablar con los asesores de SL. Ella enfatizo que si
el programa del exterior coincide el programa de
CSUMB, entonces podria ser facilmente aprobado.
Tambien dijo que la planificacion debe comenzar
por lo menos con seis meses a un ano de antelacion.
dEntonces, que te detiene? El mundo esta esperando.

Students hiked up a hill overlooking
a village in the valley of Bonar.

www.otterrea I m.com

VIVA LA HERENCIA HISPANICA!
CSUMB CELEBRATES CHICAN@/LATIN@ HERITAGE MONTH
Jordan Boomsliter, Student Reporter

JBOOMSLITER@CSUMB.EDU

Photo By: Elizabeth Hensley

Artwork done by Visual and Public Arts students

Celebrating culture and diversity is a cornerstone
of learning at California State
University
Monterey Bay (CSUMB), and to recognize our
country’s National Hispanic Heritage Month
CSUMB has brought together students, faculty
and staff to create an on-campus celebration
of Chican@/Latin@ traditions (spelled with
to be inclusive of both male and female).
Sept. 15 marked the beginning of both the
national celebration and Chican@/Latin@
Heritage Month here at CSUMB, and even
though it ends on Oct. 15, the events at
CSUMB will continue until early November.
The on-campus celebration has been
broken up into nine different events ranging
from performances, to dances, to a culinary
workshop. The hosts of these events hope
to celebrate as well as offer insight and
perspective
about
their
heritage,
and
how it is recognized on and off campus.
This year’s festivities
began with two events
celebrating
Mexico’s
Independence Day, also
known as El Grito de
Dolores or The Cry of
Dolores. It marked the
beginning of the Mexican
war of independence against
Spain issued on Sept. 16,
1810 by a priest named
Miguel Hidalgo y Castillo
in the town of Dolores.
www.otterrealm.com

The first event was the Mariachi Night held on
Sept. 16 at CSUMB’s Chapman Science Center,
and the second was a dance, El Grito, held
two nights later on Sept. 18 in the University
Center. Both events were hosted by the Theta
Alpha Sigma Sorority and the Nu Alpha Kappa
Fraternity and featured live music and dancing
while celebrating the significance of the holiday.
As the celebration moves into October,
it will continue with more events and
exhibitions of cultural pride. Student leaders
as well as faculty members are looking
forward to showcasing these activities.
Raquel Dominguez, a Collaborative Health
and Human Services junior and president
of the Lambda Theta Nu Sorority, will be
spearheading her sorority’s upcoming event
Lambdas Love Literacy on Oct. 8, 15, and
22. The event will raise awareness for Latino
literacy, as well as funds which will be given to
the sorority’s national philanthropy, the Tijeras
National Community Service Program.

"The events
at CSUMB will
continue until early
November"
The sorority will also be participating in
another event on Nov. 11, La Hermosa Muerte,
which will celebrate Dia de los Muertos, the Day
of the Dead. Both events will celebrate tradition
and empowerment within the Chican@/Latin@
community, and honor the sisterhoods’ heritage.
“I love my culture and I’m very proud of
my background. There have been struggles
that we’ve overcome, and to celebrate
that is a great feeling,” said Dominguez.
Another event celebrating Dia de los Muertos
will be held in the Visual and Public Arts (VPA)

Photo By: Elizabeth Hensley

Artwork done by Visual and Public Arts students

department. On Oct. 17, the VPA will host a
workshop that teaches students how to make
Mexican sugar skulls or calaveras, a traditional
dessert made to celebrate the Day of the Dead.
Professor Hector Dionicio Mendoza, an
instructor in the VPA department at CSUMB
said “It’s a bittersweet celebration, which is
basically making fun of death. That’s what
the calaveras are, they are a representation
of death. When they are eaten, it’s a way of
satirizing death... and of remembering those
who have passed on.” Dionicio Mendoza
will be one of the facilitators of the event.
The campus celebration will include more
events, including a performance on Oct. 18 and 19
of Valley of the Heart, a play written by CSUMB
founding faculty member Luis Valdez channeling
his own childhood memories as his family
took over a farm owned by a Japanese family
in World War II. Then on Oct. 10 Salsa Magic
night will be hosted at the Black Box Cabaret.

Chican@
/Latin@
Heritage Month 2014

For more information
on these special occasions,
please visit the CSUMB
website and download the
full calendar of events from
the homepage. All events
are open to the student
community, and the hosts
of the celebrations welcome
any and all who want to have
fun and learn more about
Chican@/Latin@ heritage.
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SITTING PRETTY

SALINAS SPCA PROVIDES HAPPIER AND HEALTHIER STANDARDS FOR
SHELTERED ANIMALS
Jessica Salimi: Staff Reporter

Photo By: Jessica Salim i

JSALIMI@CSUMB.EDU

A happy horse enjoys its stay at the Monterey
County SPCA.

5KWITHATWIST
DANCE DASH BENEFIT RUN
COMES TO CSU MONTEREY BAY
Tyler Costa-Staff Reporter

TCOSTA@CSUMB.EDU

A new type of 5K (3.imi) run
is coming to California State
University
Monterey
Bay
(CSUMB) on Oct. 4, and it hopes to
attract a variety of different people
— including students with rhythm.
Unlike most benefit runs,
the Dance Dash 5k teaches
participants
how to
dance
throughout the day. They learn
choreographed
dance
moves
at three designated locations
throughout the course which
culminates with a large, flash
mob at the event’s close.
The Dance Dash 5k at CSUMB
will start at the Otter Sports
8 | Otter Realm | October 2, 2014

Complex Stadium and boogie its
way around campus, traveling
down Divarty Street making a
loop around CSUMB, whirling
past the World Theater, Visual
and Public Arts buildings and
Aquatic Center’s Parking lot.
Melissa
Gross,
Program
Director at the Salinas Valley
Memorial
Hospital
(SVMH)
and event coordinator, said that
CSUMB has been a “fantastic
partner” and “integral to the
planning process,” with Athletic
Director Kirby Garry serving as the
Volunteer Chairman for the event.
Gross continued by saying that
the CSUMB Athletics Department
has been heavily involved with
event planning, and that many
other departments have also

The Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA)
for Monterey County opened
its doors in 1905 and has been
offering sanctuary to animals in
need ever since. The organization
works not only with domestic
pets and livestock, but also
has a
rehabilitation center
which aids injured wildlife.
Each SPCA is unique unto
itself and no two organizations
are exactly alike because each
location is an independently
operated nonprofit. Volunteer
Andrea Satterfield told the Otter
Realm she believes the diversity
of the animals, along with the
unique aspect of the wildlife
center, are what sets the Monterey
County SPCA apart from the rest.
The organization, located at
1002 Monterey Salinas Hwy in
Salinas , prides itself on keeping
the animals healthy and happy
during their time at the shelter.
Recent renovations give the
animals spaces more like a
“condo” rather than cages and
include some amenities such as
heated floors and music which
plays for the animals to keep them

been of assistance including the
Police Department and Dining
Services. She also stated that
though the Dash Dance 5k is still
in it’s testing phase, the Monterey
Bay run is set to be the largest
and most successful event so far.
Also unique to the program
is that 100 percent of the money
raised at the CSUMB run will
support
various
pediatric
services at the SVMH, as well as
the medical needs of individual
children in the surrounding
counties via the Children’s Miracle
Network
Hospitals
program.
Online
pre-registration
is
open until Oct. 3 at midnight.
Pricing is $45 per person. Sameday registration is also available,
and opens at 7 a.m. at the
Otter Sports Complex Stadium.
Children under the age of five
can participate for free. Strollers
—and dancing shoes are welcome.

calm. Cats have built-in window
perches so they can look outside
and enjoy the sunshine while they
remain in the safety of the shelter.
The SPCA has roughly 300
volunteers
throughout
the
year who work with about 70
permanent
staff
members.
Volunteer Coordinator, Angela
Bernier, told the Otter Realm “We
could not function without our
volunteers.” Bernier also named
one of California State University
Monterey
Bay
(CSUMB)’s
sororities, Delta Omega Rho as
a group of volunteers who often
shows up on Saturday mornings
ready to help the animals.
Development
Coordinator,
Jennifer Nelson, explained each
section volunteers are utilized in
every department of the SPCA.
The wildlife center trains
volunteers on an as-needed basis
to help take care of baby birds in
the spring. The center asks for
a commitment of three or four
hours per week for a six month
period from all of its volunteers.
After training, each individual
is paired with a mentor to get
the most out of the experience.
Volunteers interested in the
barn will work with all livestock
animals including horses, goats,
sheep and smaller animals like

Photo By: Tyler Costa

rabbits. The SPCA offers boarding
at the SPCA Stables on River
Road in Salinas for horses and the
profits go towards the SPCA. An
individual can board their horse
there and pay to have the SPCA
take care of the horse’s needs
or can choose the option of self
service and just pay for boarding.
The SPCA also holds events in
the community to raise money as
they rely only on donations from
the public. A wine tasting event
was held recently on Cannery
Row at “A Taste of Monterey
Wine Market and Bistro.” Instead
of charging a fee to taste wine, the
SPCA asked each individual to
buy a bottle of wine valued at $25
or more to donate to the center.
The donated wine will be used
for “wine ring toss” at their next
event, “The SPCA 21st Annual
Wild Celebration.” The event is
to be held on Sunday, Oct. 5 from
2 - 5:30 p.m. at Holman Ranch
in Carmel Valley. The wildlife
center will be bringing along
some of their education birds
including DeDe, a Red-Tailed
Hawk who was rehabilitated
by the SPCA.
All proceeds go
to the Monterey County SPCA,
tickets are $85 at the door or
can be purchased online for $75
at http://www.spcamc.org/wild.

A group of supporters looking lively and ready to race!
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TECH RENT 20/20 VISION
High Tech @ Low Cost

Mon & Wed

9am - 2pm

Tues, Thurs, & Fri

12pm - 2pm

Media Learning Center

VISIONARY IDEALS CARRY ON INTO
THE FUTURE OF CSUMB
Elyse Colbert, Staff Reporter

ECOLBERT@CSUMB.EDU

MLC BUILDING 18
CENTER LOBBY

ACROSS FROM ROOM 108

831.582.5107
csumb.edu/techrent

otter.techrent@gmail.com

Mythic Games

Twenty years ago, an intrepid group
of educators gathered to discuss their
plans of building the 21st California State
University on an old, nearly abandoned
military base in Seaside, California.
Many of these founding faculty members
arrived to Fort Ord in Sept, of 1994
with mixed feelings because at that time
there was no campus, no classrooms, no
curriculum and no office supplies — not yet.
Qun Wang, professor in the division of
Humanities and Communication, is one
of the founders who is still teaching here
today. He told the Otter Realm “We were
given the charge by the Chancellor’s office
to be the trailblazers, to be the pioneers, to
be the innovators. In other words, we came
with bare hands but with a lot of dreams.”
One reason they ended up staying
was because of their interest in and
hope for the school’s Vision statement.
The founding faculty unveiled this
statement only eleven months before
opening the campus in August of 1995.
Vision
statements
are commonly
confused with Mission statements. A
Vision statement expresses the ideals that
an establishment wishes to fulfill in the
future while it grows into a well-known
establishment while a Mission statement,
in contrast, is a set of principles by which
an establishment is run in the present time.
If you have not read the California State
University, Monterey Bay (CSUMB) Vision

Statement, here is a short excerpt of what
kept the founding faculty anchored here:
“Theidentityoftheuniversitywillbeframed
by substantive commitment to multilingual,
multicultural, gender-equitable learning.
The university will be a collaborative,
intellectual community distinguished by
partnerships with existing institutions
both public and private, cooperative
agreements which enable students, faculty,
and staff to cross institutional boundaries
for
innovative
instruction,
broadly
defined scholarly and creative activity,
and coordinated community service.”
President Edward Ochoa told the Otter
Realm the Vision statement “is a document
that has captured the thinking and the vision
of the founding faculty.” He also shared
his own feelings, saying “I personally find
it very compelling, very substantive, and
very comprehensive, with a lot of ideas that
continue to be relevant to this university.”
Professor Qun Wang closed by saying
“Most importantly, we are trying hard to live
up to our Vision statement. We continue to
commit to multicultural and multilingual
education... I am just proud to be part of
this pedagogical and intellectual revolution
and this great learning community.”
As we look forward to another 20 years
with this shared vision, we should remember
the founding faculty who provided insightful
ideas that continue to help CSUMB flourish.
We are still a young campus with some
growing left to do, and as we grow, the Vision
statement will continue to be our guide.

561 Tyler St, Monterey, CA 93940
831-747-1472
mythic_monterey@gomythic.com
monterey.gomythic.com
Facebook: Mythic Monterey

Mon: 1pm-10pm Tues-Thur: 12-10pm Fri: 12-11pm
Sat: 11am-11pm Sun: 12-10pm

MAGIC The Gathering

Monday: Standard 6pm
Tuesday:
Draft 6pm
Wednesday: Modem 6pm
Thursday: Draft 6pm
Friday:
Draft 6pm
Standard 7pm
Saturday: Draft 6pm
Sunday: Legacy 1 pm
Cube 6pm

WARHAMMER
WARHAMMER
40000

40k: Wednesdays & Saturdays
Fantasy: Thursdays & Sundays

We also have a full stock of
Boardgames, Mlnitures, LCGs,
MTG Singles & Role Playing Games

Tanimura & Antle Family Memorial Library
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Otter Realm

TUESDAYS
5:30-6:00

LIVE
Watch Otter Realm LIVE on Otter Media online at tat.csumb.edu/ottermedia or via CSUMB TV Ch.71
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FIGHTING THE GOOD FIGHT
STUDENT LEADS COLLABORATIVE ART PROJECT FOR GENDER EQUALITY
Christopher James Justice Siders

CSIDERS@CSUMB.EDU

Creative
writing,
documentaries and art
pieces on sexual violence,
women
empowerment,
and feminism are part
of the all-female project
“Not
a Pretty
Girl.”
Selena Gonzalez,
an
HCOM senior at California
State University Monterey
Bay (CSUMB) seeks to
enlighten and empower
minds with her project
“Not A
Pretty
Girl,”
which has been featured
in
the
newspapers
USA Today
and
the
Monterey County Weekly.
With this project, she
encourages
women
of
different
backgrounds
to tell their stories about

sexual assault, love and
heartbreak,
sexuality,
abuse, rape, eating disorders
and
empowerment.
Gonzalez
is
also
administering a women’s
writing workshop every
Friday from 3-4 p.m. at
Cesar Chavez Library in
Salinas until October 24.
A central part of her
project is a documentary for
which she has interviewed
30 women with her film
crew, CSUMB Cinematic
Arts
majors
Danielle
Johnson, Eddie Hamel
and Jessica Scrimshaw.
Her documentary, still
in the making, features
different women’s stories.
She said that for the
time being she will only
be interviewing women.
“It’s a project for women,
set up by women,” Gonzalez

said. Men are the more
privileged of the genders;
they can bring attention and
help, However Gonzalez
may include them as
allies of women’s causes
on the website “where
men can submit art in
solidarity with the project.
I do want to hear the male’s
perspective on the issue.”
In response to the recent
blog on Tumblr, “I Don’t
Need Feminism Because...”
Gonzalez
replied
that
“feminism
is
equality,
gender equality... second
wave feminism gets a lot
of backlash where people
say it’s about hating men.
I don’t believe it’s about
that at all. Feminism
gives us the opportunity
to share equal power.”
Gonzalez
reminds
everyone the importance

of self-education on the
topic of feminism. “...If
these people feel they don’t
need feminism, they need
to look back and figure
out what feminism is. If
we don’t have equality
there’s not a lot out there
we can look forward to. If
equality isn’t in the picture,
something
is
wrong.”
She added that feminism
for men is important as it
gives men equal opportunity
to be vulnerable, instead
of being harsh, tough and
angry people. “It’s not
some fad of women hating
men or wanting to get rid
of them, thinking that
they are stupid, violent or
weak. It’s about coming
together
realizing
we
are people...all genders
need it,” Gonzalez said.
To be part of the “Not

A pretty Girl Project” you
can visit facebook.com/
NotAPrettyGirlProject
or
you
visit
notaprettygirlproject.
webbly.com.
If you would like to
join the fight to end

gender violence, join the
CSUMB club “Empower”
which spreads awareness
on sexual assault and
gender violence. It meets
every
Tuesday
from
8-10 p.m. or contact Nicole
Peaty for more details.

FORMULA FOR EQUALITY
NEW CLUB ON CAMPUS ADDS WOMEN TO THE EQUATION
Di Andra Espinoza
DiEspinoza@csumb.edu

Math. Just the thought of
numbers, parabolas, and
asymptotes makes plenty
of students cringe. And if
you are a female, it means
you are a minority in the
field.
However, a new
club at California State
University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) is on a mission to
turn this equation around
and make math more
inclusive for everyone.
Jessica Mean, a junior
Mathematics
major,
started Women In Math in
late September. The club
is dedicated to creating
a
positive
community
among
future
women
mathematicians at CSUMB.
“What I really want to

www.otterrealm.com

aim for is awareness and
unity.” Mean says about
starting the club. “Being
smart is looked at as being
unattractive
and
there
is so much pressure for
women to be everything.
Sometimes it’s not only
men against women, its
women against women. I
believe it shouldn’t be like
that. We [women] all have
the same insecurities and
fears. I think we all need
each other and that is really
what this club is about.”
Mean set out to not
only change the reality
of so few women in the
profession but to make
an equal playing field for
women in Mathematics
here at CSUMB. The goals
of the club for the year
include creating a tight

knit community amongst
the
Math
majors
on
campus, going out into the
community to teach young
students about the joys
of Math and to encourage
women to face their fears in a
male dominated profession.
Joel Meda a junior
Mathematics major, and
one of the men in the club
says he joined to show his
support for women in the
mathematics field. “When
I was in high school, I
noticed that every teacher
was male and most of the
students were male. I think
it’s cool that we are starting
a club that is beginning to
show equality in the field.”
Mathematics has been a
male dominated profession
for centuries where the
presence of women is

often
overlooked
or
frowned upon. According
to the National Girls
Collaborative
Project
compared to nearly 60
percent of men in the field
today “only 43 percent of
women receive a bachelor’s
degree in Mathematics

"I want to
create the
opportunity for
empowerment"
and
Statistics.”
“I think one of the
reasons
women
don’t
go into Math is because
they
feel
intimidated
but also they don’t want
the stereotype of being
smart to equal that they
are not pretty anymore.”

Mean says “I want to
create the opportunity for
empowerment and to teach
others that it doesn’t matter
what your background
is, anything is possible.”
The club had their first
meeting on Sept. 19 and as
they handed out treats and
casually joked around with
one another, they started
with a quote by American
technology executive and
activist, Sheryl Sandberg,
which demonstrated the
mood for the year. “The goal
is to work towards a world
where expectations are
not set by the stereotypes
that hold us back, but
by
personal
passion,
talents
and
interests.”
Meetings are held every
Friday from 5:30 - 6:30
p.m. in room 219 of the

Chapman Science Academic
Center and are open to all
students — math majors
or not. If you would like
more information about
how to join Women in Math
please contact Jessica Mean
at
jmean@csumb.edu.
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#WHYWERIDE

Bernard Green, Staff Reporter

BEGREEN@CSUMB.EDU

CSUMB Otters have more ways to get around than ever before. With major upgrades
in campus transportation infrastructure this fall, we caught up with students and staff
to ask them why they've chosen different modes (or a specific mode) of transport, or
"Why they ride." This photo project provides a snapshot of the CSUMB community, the
diversity of personalities and mode choice that makes this our university unique. The
#WHYWERIDE hashtag is a part of a larger social media campaign that encourages
people to share their passion for bicycling, riding public transit, car sharingand boarding.

Interviewing for this feature revealed that CSUMB community members see a need
for late-night transit service to East Campus, and to Monterey on weekends, more
bike parking near residential halls and academic buildings, and more instructional
programs teaching bicycle maintenance and safe cycling skills. When contacted,
Anya Spear, Associate Director of Campus Planning said over the coming year,
community members can look forward to more bike parking around the residence
halls and bicycle fix-it stations around campus. Staff is looking into increased
transit service between East Campus, Main Campus and Downtown Monterey.
Use hashtag #WHYIRIDE on Twitter to share your passion for active transportation. If
you would like tobefeaturedinanonlineeditionofthisarticle, email Staff Reporter Bernard
Green at begreen@csumb.edu for an opportunity to be interviewed and photographed.

"Because
I'm a student and

"Dude,
I just like going
fast. Beating cars
on the street, there's
nothing better. [I ride] just
about every day, whether
its a few miles or a longer
ride, like 10 or 15 minutes."

I do not have money for
a vehicle of my own. So I have
a bike, and when I'm too tired or
too lazy to ride my bike, I ride the
bus. (Why do you ride your bike?)
Umm, just to be environmentally
conscious, on the low. I want a place
for my kids to live, you know?
And the way we're going the
world's going to end soon."
—Bkingsley Iwuanyanwu
Junior, Kinesiology Major

—Jacob Yamamoto
Freshman, Business Major
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"It’s easier to get
around than walking;
more fun."
—Jordan Lundberg
Freshman, Computer Science Mojor

"I ride because it
gives me a connection
to when I was a younger
kid. It's very reminiscent of my
younger days. And also because
I feel like walking is also a great
means of transportation, but I feel
as though my scooter helps me to
get to places a lot quicker, and a
lot easier or a lot faster. I have
my car up here, but I choose
to take the bus to give
me an opportunity to
meet new people."
—Jay Carter

■

Senior, HCOM Major

"I'd
love
to
see
CSUMB define itself
by being one of the most
bike and pedestrian friendly
campuses in the country. Situated
between Fort Ord Dunes State Park
and the Fort Ord National Monument,
we're primed to be a major hub
of bike and pedestrian activity."
—Anya Spear
Associate Director of Campus Planning
and Development Department

"I ride because
the best mode
of
transportation
in
Monterey, and definitely on
campus because I enjoy it."

it's

—Noah Sforza
Freshman. Business Major

www.otterrealm.com

13 | Otter Realm | October 2, 2014

GEARING UP AT WHAT COST?

THE MILITARIZATION OF POLICE RAISES
QUESTIONS IN MONTEREY COUNTY
Emily Adad, Staff Reporter

EADAD@CSUMB.EDU

In the last months, two military
armored
vehicles
became
part of the equipment of the
police in Monterey County.
This is raising concern among
citizens who wonder what
this means for the future.
The presence of military
like vehicles and police armed
with assault weapons and tear
gas came to a head on streets
of Ferguson, Missouri after
unarmed African American teen,
Michael Brown, 18, was shot six
times by a police officer in August.
Protesters hit the streets of
Ferguson and police fired back
with the National Guard using
military weapons on the streets
of neighborhoods, as if they were
at war in a foreign country. Now
law enforcement is being looked

upon under a close microscope.
Locally, in the last few
weeks, Del Rey Oak police
department acquired an armored
rescue vehicle, following in
the footsteps of Salinas who
got one last February. These
events leave some wondering
if militarization of the police is
coming to the Central Coast.
Salinas and Del Rey Oaks have
received new Armored Rescue
Vehicles from the military.
Armored rescue vehicles are
not “tanks,” in fact their design
is for two different tasks.
Armored rescue vehicles are
created to block bullets and to
carry people on rescue missions
deployed with the SWAT team.
Unlike tanks that stay in war
battlefields for fighting purposes
with high-powered armaments.
Sargent John Murray, SWAT
team leader for the Salinas Police
Department,
explained
that

Salinas police department needed
to replace an old armored car
that they have had for the past
12 years, which was in disrepair.
“This old franks car was unable to
stop passing bullets, so one of our
options was the governments 1033
program, which allows civilian
law enforcement to use military
equipment. We received our half
million dollar armored rescue
vehicle for essentially no charge.”
When the Otter Realm asked
what this armored rescue vehicle
was needed for, Sargent Murray
said “We use bulletproof vests to
protect our bodies, armored rescue
vehicles do just that. They are a big
piece of mobile protection, which
would be invaluable for a rescue
mission. It’s not for patrolling
the city. It sits in our makeshift
garage.
It’s
only
deployed
with our SWAT team and the
SWAT team is only deployed
under high risk circumstances.”

WE THE PEOPLE 101
PANEL DISCUSSES THE CONSTITUTION
AND ITS INTERPRETATIONS
Neil Northey, Staff Reporter

NNORTHEY@CSUMB.EDU
Constitution Day 2014 was
commemorated on Wednesday,
Sept. 17, 2014, at California
State University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB) in the University
Center Living Room with a
lecture by David A. Reichard
Ph.D., CSUMB’s Professor of
History and Legal Studies.
His lecture, “Beyond 5 to 4:
Understanding How Supreme
Court Justices Interpret U.S.
Constitution and Why It Matters,”
had a great turnout of over

100 students and community
visitors who wanted to learn
about our judicial processes and
how they impact civil rights.
When Dr. Reichard refers
to the 5:4 in his lecture, he is
referring to Supreme Court
decisions being made with a 5:4
split between the Court Justices.
He said, “This 5:4 represents
division in the Court and in the
United States.” So in the Supreme
Court, five votes is all it takes to
make a decision that becomes law.
Between bites of free pizza
and
drinks,
the
audience
was able to respond to Dr.
Reichard’s questions such as,
“Should judges be bound by
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the text of the constitution?”
The audience learned that the
government processes which
impact our civil rights are
profoundly important, especially
in the selection of Supreme
Court Justices whose primary
responsibility is to interpret and
protect our constitutional rights.
As citizens, we expect these
appointed Court Justices to
interpret the law fairly because
once they make a ruling, that
judgment is final unless there is
a constitutional amendment or
the case goes back to the Court
for a new ruling. In past years,
the Justices have made powerful
rulings that have determined the

One aspect of discussion is that
police and military forces have
different goals and training. Sam
Robinson, HCOM professor who
has worked in media relations
for the U.S Army said “Police
[with this type of equipment]
may escalate situations rather
than defuse them.” She offered
an example of what might happen
when police who do not have
military training get military
equipment. “You see in footage
that police in neighborhoods and
cities have their guns pointed at
people - if anybody has been a part
of the military, you are trained to
walk with your weapon pointed
down, so you don’t accidently
shoot somebody,” Robinson said.
Additionally, CSUMB campus
police just received two large
Ford Police Interceptor Vehicles.
Commander John Short, of the
University Police Department
said these new Fords actually save

rights of all Americans in regards
to privacy, religion, labor laws,
voting privileges and civil rights.
The
concept
of
having
a Supreme Court with the
jurisdiction to hear appeals and
review decisions of all the lower
federal and state courts was
initiated by Alexander Hamilton
and James Madison who are
known for their roles as “Founding
Fathers” of the Constitution. They
believed that the people of the
United States deserved to have
an independent and objective
Supreme Court whose appointed
judges would not be a part of the
political process of running for
office, campaigning or influenced
by powerful lobbyist groups.
As citizens, it is important that
we have an understanding of how
our government and Constitution
operate to protect our civil rights.
If you are interested in following
the 2014 Supreme Court cases

on gas mileage compared to the
traditional Crown Victoria police
vehicles. These new vehicles
are becoming the standard and
replacing the old Crown Victoria
police vehicles because they no
longer meet the fuel economy
and some safety requirements.
Even if the vehicles are intended
for exceptional purposes, its
presence may have a social cost:
the trust between community
and
police
departments.
The American Civil Liberties
Union (ACLU) also notices the
negative impact this may have.
It said in a public letter last
June that police are increasingly
using weapons and tactics that
belong in war zones. This trend
“unfairly impacts people of color
and
undermines
individual
liberties, and it has been allowed
to happen in the absence of any
meaningful public discussion.”

currently under review that may
impact you and your civil rights,
please check out the website
at
www.supremecourtus.gov.
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GIVE A D.A.M.N
Tyler Gidney, Staff Reporter

FGIDNEY@CSUMB.EDU

What do poetry readings, discussions
about radical political texts, prisoner
correspondence groups, a literary zine,
Palestinian solidarity and the Monterey
County Cop Watch have in common?
They are all projects of the activist
collective called the Direct Action
Monterey Network, or D.A.M.N for short.
In the back of Old Capitol Books in
historic downtown Monterey, surrounded
by the musty smell of millions of pages of

knowledge on ten-foot-high shelves, the
D.A.M.N group discusses topics that range
from political and social theory to matters
of local homelessness and police violence.
D.A.M.N. is described by its members
as “a forum for anarchists, feminists,
socialists, and other anti-authoritarian
revolutionaries in the Monterey and
Salinas area to find each other, discuss
ideas and news and take action!”
The group, which consists of several
former and current CSUMB students and
faculty, has held events on campus in the
past, including its Thinking Critically About
Society series here at the Otter Cross Cultural
Center (OC3). Past events have covered
topics such as Psychedelics in Society,
What is Gender and Reading Marx. Like

LOCAL ACTIVIST GROUP
HELPS STUDENTS THINK
CRITICALLY ABOUT SOCIETY

all of D.A.M.N.’s events, these talks are free
and open to members of the general public.
According to Stephanie Spoto, manager
of Old Capitol Books and adjunct professor
at CSUMB; since the group’s inception in
2012,one of the major goals of D.A.M.N.
has been to get people “working within
our community to create radical spaces
and encourage honest dialogue about what
kind of society we truly want to live in.”
Part of that work is confronting the things
in society that they see as problematic
such
as
homelessness,
educational
equity in prisons and jails, systemic class
inequality and police violence. Recently,
D.A.M.N. members have been active
in supporting victims and speaking out
against police violence in regard to several

recent police-related murders in Salinas.
The members of D.A.M.N. are committed
to a mission statement that reads, in part:
“We desire a free, egalitarian society. We
embrace autonomy and horizontalidad
(horizontalism) both in the way we organize
ourselves and in the world we are trying to
build. We believe that creating such a world
requires a fundamental transformation
of society. In a word — revolution.”
This revolution is one of thought and of
action. It is not enough to hope for change
in solitary silence. This type of work has
to be done together— as a community.
A
complete
list
of
events
can be found on their website:
solidaritymonterey.wordpress.com

STREAMING TO
OTTERS AND BEYOND
OTTERMEDIA
STUDENT-RUN
RADIO EVERY
WEEKDAY
Tyler Costa. Staff Reporter

TCOSTA@CSUMB.EDU

California State University Monterey Bay
(CSUMB)’s multi-format radio station,
OtterMedia, is live every weekday and
features a variety of interesting shows.
With the introduction of a local news show
into the mix, OtterMedia is on a path to
maximum exposure this upcoming year.
Each host has a two hour timeslot with
which to present their show. From talk
shows to comedy to music, these shows vary
in content and cater to the wide variety of
interests of CSU Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
students. OtterMedia broadcasts live from
CSUMB Building 6 (Surf Hall) which is
affectionately known as “The Bombshelter”
by OtterMedia hosts and listeners.
OtterMedia also organizes on and off
campus events to support CSUMB. On

www.otterrealm.com

Fri. Oct. 10, OtterMedia and International
Programs are throwing an Open Mic
Night at Mountain Mike’s Pizza in
Marina. The Open Mic night provides a
way for students to have fun and speak
or sing in a friendly environment, with
pizza purchases going towards CSUMB.
OtterMedia and the Otter Realm are
now working together to bring viewers
Otter Realm Live, with Anchor Nolan
Davis. Otter Realm Live hopes to bring
campus, local, and national news to
the student audience through radio.

Regarding Otter Realm Live, Steven
Levinson, head of OtterMedia and
professor at CSUMB, stated “I think it’s
really important for OtterMedia to have
a news element” and that “it’s critical
that students become more aware of the
news. Often students are not conscious
of the impact it has on their lives.”
Otter Realm Live will be on-air from
5:30 to 6 p.m. on Tuesdays, which Levinson
says “is a good time to relay information

due to the fact that students are usually
sitting down to unwind or have dinner.”
Listen in from 10 -2 a.m every weekday
on OtterMedia’s website, or listen in on
smartphone devices via the free Tuneltln
app. The campus Dining Commons has
a live TV broadcast of the Bombshelter
during its open hours as well; the show can
also be viewed on locally on channel 71.
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IT'S IN
THE BAG
CALIFORNIA COULD BE FIRST
IN NATION TO APPROVE
STATEWIDE PLASTIC BAG BAN
Breanna Brown, Staff Reporter

or taking food to go but this
kind of mentality has started to
cause more problems over the
years," Tate continued by saying
"Students at CSUMB should be
aware of the problems of plastic
bags and how the ban can lead to a
healthier environment to live in."
One of the reasons this
ordinance has been put into
motion is to reduce the build up
of plastic waste in oceans and
waterways which costs millions
of dollars to remove due to the
bags lack of decomposition.
Marine debris are known to
harm 660 species, according to
the United Nations Environment
Programme and residents of
the Monterey Peninsula see the
devastation and hazards of this
wasteful behavior
personally
and the harm it inflicts on our
unique wildlife and environment.
An estimate by Californians
Against Waste says more than

Monterey, Carmel-by-the-Sea.
Marina and Seaside -- along
with over 50 others have helped
California
make
headwav
toward becoming the first state
in the nation to approve a ban
on non-recyclable plastic bags
Accordmg to the National
Conference of State legislatures
website, the statewide ban on
single-use carryout bags (by
way of 2014
Senate Bill
270) would prohibit large retail
stores from providing single
use plastic bags to customers,
incur a minimum charge of 10
cents for paper carryout bags
and prohibit the distribution
of reusable carryout bags made
with plastic film as of July 1 2015.
After July 1 2016, these
requirements would take effect
in liquor and other convenience
stores.
In
addition, "Students at CSUMB should
any
reusable
be aware of the problems
bags sold to
consumers must of plastic bags and how the
meet
certain ban can lead to a healthier
requirement
environment"
regarding
durability
and material used. Anyone
10 billion plastic bags are used
found violating this new law in California each year with
could face civil penalties
90,000 distributed weekly in
Emily Tate, an Environmental the Monterey community alone,
Studies senior at California according to the Sacramento
State University Monterey Bay based environmental research
(CSUMB) worked with Citizens and advocacv organization, and
for Sustainable Marina as a less than one percent reused
proponent of the Plastic Bag Ban. or recycled. The rest are left
In an interview with the Otter polluting landfills and oceans,
Realm she said Plastic bags in the street, stuck in the trees
are something that society has anil swirling through the air
gotten used to. it's convenient among various other places.
to throw away a bag once you re
finished with your groceries
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IS OUR OCEAN
STILL SAFE?
POSSIBLE DISCREPANCIES IN
FUKUSHIMA DISASTER REPERCUSSIONS
Miranda Squires, Staff Reporter

MSQUIRES@CSUMB.EDU
Studies have been conducted
to find out if radiation plumes
from the Fukushima Nuclear
Plant destruction in Japan may
have left radiation floating in
the Pacific Ocean potentially
threatening our Central Coast.
Raising awareness about the
potential health hazards for
humans, as well as, Monterey’s
unique sea life is essential.
If there is radiation or other
poisonous chemicals reaching
the central coast, it not only
poses a threat to humans and
wildlife, but to those living on
the Monterey Bay Peninsula.
Famous beaches, scuba diving
locations, surfing coves, fishing,
etc. could all be put in jeopardy;
which is why this concern
deserves further investigation.
That being said, there were
many discrepancies discovered
in the reports about Fukushima
that disregarded the severity
of this nuclear emergency,
both by local officials and by
the
Japanese
government.
It wasn’t until after further
investigation on the release of
radiation levels that Japanese
safety regulators were said to
have downplayed their initial
estimate. TEPCO was forced to
go on record, in an article written
by the NY Times, that the levels
originally stated were much lower
than in actuality. The radiation
exposure is said to have been
2 and a half times more severe
than
originally
anticipated.
This caused concern about the
increased levels of radiation in
local food and water supply; as
well as, an increased evacuation
zone around the plant from

20km to 30km. Encyclopedia
Britannica
explained,
this
“resulted
from
leakage
of
radioactive
water
through
cracks in trenches and tunnels
between the plant and the ocean.”
The Central Coast is home to the
Monterey Bay National Marine
Sanctuary and the Salinas River
National Wildlife Refuge. The
Monterey Bay National Marine
Sanctuary lines the central quarter
of California’s coast inhabiting
over 700 different species of
sea life. Salinas River National
Wildlife Refuge stretches along
11 miles of the coast just north of
Monterey. Refuge Manager, Ivette
Loredo, says, “this secret treasure
of the Monterey Bay serves as a
haven for wildlife rather than a
recreation area for people.” Both
of these wildlife sanctuaries are
precious to California’s coast and
to the locals that surround them.
Dr. Ken Buesseler of Woods
Hole Oceanographic Institution
explains that the “levels of any
Fukushima contaminants in the
ocean will be many thousands of
times lower after they mix across
the Pacific and arrive on the West
Coast of North America.” This
does not however disregard the
possible dangers of additional
radioactive sources that could
be in the ocean, but by the time
the remnants of the Fukushima
incident reach the coast, “the
Pacific will be safe for boating,
swimming, etc.” Therefore, as for
direct exposure to radiation, it is
highly unlikely that the low levels
in the water will cause damage to
human health, but the “human
consumption of contaminated fish
that is the main health concern.”
Acute radiation sickness includes
symptoms such as: nausea,

vomiting,
fever,
headaches,
and fatigue, as well as, possible
skin irritation. The problem is
that these symptoms are often
common to other illnesses.
In 2013, after concerns were
raised about potential radiation
reaching the California coast,
Berkeley professor of Nuclear
Engineering currently teaching
Nuclear Reactions & Radiation at
UC Berkeley, Eric Norman, said, “I
think part of the reason for [this is]
there were reports of continuing
leaks and releases of radioactivity
[in Japan]—it wasn’t just a one
time thing—and people began to
think of the idea of radiation being
transported across the Pacific,
which of course will happen.”
After these claims were brought
to Norman’s attention, he and
multiple UC Berkeley students
tested for radiation in different
locations along the coast, taking
samples from fish to seawater,
and even plants in Norman’s
own backyard garden. These
tests resulted in very low, but
detectable levels of radiation that
were not hazardous to humans.
Although readings may be low
for now, it is important to keep
in mind that even though the
source of the radiation has a long
distance to travel, it is possible,
and even though it seems like a
great distance, objects from the
disaster have begun to wash up
on the shores of both Washington
and Oregon. And even if the
radiation levels are low along
the coast, over a certain amount
of time, if levels continue to
be low and do not regress; the
radiation may begin to have
a cumulative effect and could
potentially be just as dangerous
as the effect of a bigger dose.
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FILMS, ANIMATION WORKSHOPS
AND POPPETS - OH MY!
CSUMB'S CAT FILM SOCIETY TEAMS UP WITH PHILIP GLASS CENTER

Photo By: Gabriela Joseph

Gabriela Joseph, Staff Reporter

GJOSEPH@CSUMB.EDU
This year, the melding of the
Monterey Bay Film Society and the
Philip Glass Center for the Arts,
Science and the Environment
attracted the interest of students
of California State University
Monterey
Bay(CSUMB).
The
Philip Glass Center
was created by the acclaimed
composer himself as a center for
“gathering the world’s leaders in
the fields of art, science, and the
environment for a broad array
of interdisciplinary activities.”
In this fashion, the center
often arranges new seminars and
workshops with professionals
of various fields. Several of
these events join forces during
what Glass has termed the
“Days and Nights Festival.”
“The festival has made it a
point to showcase student films
for a while now,” said Cinematic
Arts and Technology (CAT)

alumnus Trinh Dinh. Last year,
student films were represented
from a variety of areas around
the world, with some entries
from
Palestine
and
India.
This year, all of the films and
photography will come from
local students in the area. “But
who knows what next year will
bring,” says Dinh. One thing is
for sure — student involvement
will
definitely
prevail.
On
Saturday,
Sept.
27,
renowned animator Soyeon Kim
helped lead a workshop on stop
frame animation at the Sunset
Center in Carmel. The workshop
was largely aimed at children
and their parents as a part of
the Days and Nights Festival.
The workshop included making
character puppets, which in turn
gave participants the opportunity
to experience the animation
process in its entirety; from the
design, to the creation of artwork
and finally, the production of
a short clip of animation. Most
people assume animation is a
tedious, complicated process.
However, “there are so many
easy ways to enjoy this fun
experience,”
Kim
explained.
“Through the workshop, both
parents and children are able
to experience how easy it is to

make their own
artwork, as well
as watch their
stories
come
to life while
showcasing
their
work
with
people
they
love.”
Soyeon
Kim, who was
brought
into
CSUMB’s CAT
department’s
animation
curriculum,
kick-started
six animation
classes last year
alone. Now Kim
plans to offer
an
additional
six
courses
starting at the Photo By: Gabriela Joseph
Volunteers at the puppet-making workshop.
beginning
of
Kim also started a semi-annual
the fall 2015 semester. These
Animation is so much more
showcase
last
year
called than early morning cartoons.
courses
include:
Animation
the
“Wonderland
Festival.”
Visual Development, Character
Kim said “I hope that students
This semester CSUMB will can explore the full spectrum
Animation Study, Animation
be holding the third annual of what this art form can offer
Techniques, Stop Motion Basics,
Wonderland
Festival
during as a way of expressing their
Advanced Stop Motion and
the second week of December mind and vision as artists.”
Set Building for Stop Motion.
(dates TBA), Kim says. The
In the future, Kim hopes to
For more information on film
festival will showcase students’ events and workshops, check
have annual screening events
work
in
Animation
and out
for children as well as regular
daysandnightsfestival.com.
Visual and Motion Design.
workshops for CSUMB students.

OTTER EBERT'S NETFLIX PICK OF THE WEEK

THE ADVENTURES OF A GAY, ARGENTINE BONNIE AND CLYDE
Stefanie Berman, Staff Reporter

SBERMAN@CSUMB.EDU

In honor of Chican@/Latin@
Heritage Month, this week’s
film is a 2001 Argentine thriller,
based on a true story: Burnt
Money (Plata Quemada). Set
during a two-month period in
1965, a gay couple teams up
with criminals and attempt a
heist, leaving Argentina and
Uruguay at the edge of their seats.
El Nene (Leonardo Sbaraglia)
and Angel (Eduardo Noriega)
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meet in a public restroom
and are inseparable from that
moment on. The couple and their
accomplice El Cuervo (Pablo
Echarri) lay low after a robbery
goes wrong, resulting in the team
degenerating, leaving Nene and
Angel’s relationship at stake.
Burnt Money has a lot going
for it: great acting, intriguing
characters,
and
plenty
of
suspense. While films today
are slightly better at avoiding

gay stereotypes, this 2001 film
avoids those stereotypes as
much as possible. Angel is not
depicted as overly flamboyant and
stereotypes are not exaggerated
either. It is implied in the film
that Angel also has schizophrenia
since he occasionally refers to
hearing “voices” in his head.
What is refreshing is that he is
not shown as a “crazy person,”
he is seen as a man who is truly
struggling with a condition.

That being said, El Nene is
another story. While he does
love Angel, it is implied that he
is sexually fluid — not gay. Nene
ends up cheating on him with
a woman, which reinforces the
negative stereotype of sexually
fluid people being promiscuous.
Burnt Money is also refreshing
because El Nene and Angel’s
relationship is not defined by
the fact that they are a same sex
couple, nor does it overshadow

their story. The film could still
play out in the same way if you
replaced El Nene and Angel with
a straight couple or a lesbian
couple. They are portrayed as
people who just so happen to
commit robberies and murders.
Please remember to email
me
(sberman@csumb.edu),
the paper (otterrealm@csumb.
edu), or connect with the Otter
Realm via twitter or facebook
to send in movie requests.
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Pizza.... the way it oughta be!

www.mountainmikes.com
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Phone: 831-883-2242
266 Reservation Road, Marina, CA 93933
www.otterrealm.com

SPORTS VOLUNTEER AND JOB OPPORTUNITIES AT CSUMB
ARE YOU TAKING ADVANTAGE?
Cole Shapiro, Staff Reporter

CSHAPIRO@CSUMB.EDU

California State University
Monterey Bay (CSUMB)
is a growing university.
With further expansion
in
student
population
comes
higher
demand
for student involvement
on
campus,
especially
for those interested in
the athletic department.
If you take the time to
observe the community on
campus, you may notice
that there is a small but

bright group of individuals
who have a lot of pride in
the athletics that they are
involved in. After speaking
to a couple of students who
have climbed up the ladder
of the athletic department’s
different realms, it has
become clear that CSUMB
has many internal job and
volunteer opportunities that
may be often overlooked.
Dane Holmgren, a senior
majoring in Kinesiology,
is an individual who is
widely
known
around
campus as the “cool surfer
guy” working behind the
front desk at the sports
center. Dane is also known

throughout campus for
his involvement with the
women’s volleyball team
over the last four years and
his devotion to the volleyball
community
throughout
Central
California.
Dane
did
not
immediately
gain
this
identity on campus. He
began as a volunteer under
Coach Jody Garry and he
progressively gained his
reputation over the next
couple years by waking up
early for team workouts
and even traveling with the
team on long road trips.
Dane expressed great
gratitude
toward
his

mentors, Jody and Kirby
Garry who helped guide
Dane into the career
mindset of becoming a
volleyball coach. Dane said
“there is definitely room for
more interested students
to become involved with
school athletics and I would
be more than willing to
help show them the ropes.”
Dane’s advice is to start out
by creating a relationship
with
those
who
are
already involved in school
athletics, ask questions
and go to the home games
to show your support.
Sam Brodkey is another
student on campus in his

MLB PLAYOFF PREVIEW
Sean Hutchison. Stall Reporter
SHUTCHINSON@CSUMB.EDU

With the Oakland A’s,
San Francisco Giants,
Los Angeles Dodgers and
Los Angeles Angels of
Anaheim all qualifying,
the West Coast will
be
well
represented
this year in the Major
League Baseball playoffs.
After
162
games,
by far the most of any
other
professional
American sport, these 10
teams are left standing:

NATIONAL ,

LEAGUE (NL):

Washington
Nationals: The Nationals
come in on a hot streak
winning nine of their
last 10 games. Having
the best record in the
NL, and outscoring their
opponents by 131 runs, it’s
a team with no discernible
superstars. They have a
well balanced lineup with
both power and average,
six players with at least 10
home runs and and five
players with an average
over .285. They, along
with the Dodgers, are the
favorites to represent the
NL in the World Series.
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Los Angeles Dodgers:
The NL West champion,
Los Angeles Dodgers, will
look to ride their two-time
Cy Young winning ace,
Clayton Kershaw, deep
into the playoffs this year.
For the second year in a
row they will meet the St.
Louis Cardinals, losing a
best of seven series 4-1 to
them last year. Hoping to
avoid another early round
exit by the hands of the Red
Birds, the Dodgers have
talent up and down the
lineup. In the meantime,
many LA fans will be
wondering if their 26-yearold ace will become the first
pitcher named NL MVP
since Bob Gibson in 1968.

star Adam Wainwright,
Cardinals look to be a
tough out once again.

Pittsburgh

Pirates:

Before 2013, the Pirates
had not been to the playoffs
since 1992. Now, in their
second consecutive playoff
season, they look for the
2013 NL MVP Andrew
McCutchen to continue his
torrid hitting. This also
marks the second year in
a row the Pirates will be
forced to play the one game
Wild Card playoff matchup.
Previously
defeating
division rival Cincinnati
Reds, this year they face
the Giants, whom they are
4-2 against this season.

San Francisco Giants:

St. Louis Cardinals:
One year removed from
their World Series defeat
to the Boston Red Sox,
and three years from their
2011 World Series victory,
the Cardinals are back
once again in the playoffs.
With only two position
players left over from their
2011 team (Matt Holiday,
Yadier Molina), they aim
to rebound from last years
World Series loss. Led by
strong starting pitching,
including perennial all

Having watched their rival
Dodgers celebrate their
NL West championship
last week, the Giants take
that bad taste in their
mouth against the Pirates.
With multiple holdovers
from their 2010 and 2012
championship teams, the
Giants have the talent and
experience to make a deep
run. Their team hitting
will determine how far
they will go, having scored
only 643 runs, the fewest
of all NL playoff teams.

fourth year, majoring in
Kinesiology. Sam is a prime
example of a student who
has recently utilized the
volunteering opportunities
here on campus and worked
his way up to becoming a
student athletic trainer.
“Working
with
the
athletic trainers has been
a blast!” Brodkey said.
He began expressing his
interest to the athletic
trainers
on
campus
through class and frequent
friendly discussion at the
school gym. The day that
Sam realized wanted an
opportunity that he could
take hold of was during his

athletic training class “I
worked a softball game with
the class one day, realized
how much I enjoyed it
and asked if I could help
out more.” On that day
Brodkey began his journey
as an athletic training
volunteer
on
campus.
Today CSUMB is still
small enough for students
to take advantage of
building
relationships
with their professors and
mentors. These students
received the opportunities
they have all because the
were not afraid to reach
out and take the first step.

A FAST-PITCH
PREVIEW OF THE
BASEBALL PLAYOFFS

mWL):
Los Angeles Angels:
With arguably the best
player (Mike Trout), the
best record (98-61) and the
best home record (52-29),
the Halos are the outright
favorites,
according
to
Vegas Odds Makers. They
ran away with the AL West
despite having two other
potential playoff teams in
their division, and with a
middle of the order that has
future Hall of Famer Albert
Pujols, 2010 AL MVP Josh
Hamilton, and Trout (2012
& 2013 MVP runner up) the
long named Los Angeles
Angels of Anaheim appear
poised for a deep run.

Baltimore

Orioles:

The O’s come in with a high
powered offense.
With
Nelson Cruz, who leads all
MLB players with 40 home
runs, hope to end their
playoff series losing streak
dating back to 1983. With
both the Nationals and
Orioles advancing to the
playoffs, there is a legitimate
chance of a ‘Beltway’
World Series, providing
an East Coast storyline

for the heavily West
Coast influenced playoffs.

Detroit Tigers:
For
the first time in history,
the Tigers will have the
last three AL Cy Young
award winners on the same
playoff roster with Justin
Verlander, David Price, and
Max Scherzer, respectively.
Along with this trio, they
also have 2012 Triple
Crown
winner
Miguel
Cabrera, the first to win
the award since 1967. With
top-tier talent like this, the
Tigers aim to avoid a playoff
letdown like years past.

most. The A’s have the
highest run differential of
any team in the playoffs.
Despite these numbers,
the A’s have struggled
recently and will lean on
second year ace, Sonny
Gray, to be the stud he has
been most of the season
in hopes of a deep run.

Kansas City Royals:
This years surprise playoff
team, the Royals, and
their fanbase are buzzing
after ending a 29-year
playoff absence.
Having
arguably the
strongest
bullpen of any team in the
playoffs, these Royals want
to ride the momentum
of their season and feed
their playoff-starved fans.

Oakland

Athletics:

Their pitching staff has
given up the second fewest
runs in the AL, and their
offense scoring the fourth
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NHL PREVIEW

WHEN YOU’RE NOT
TASTING CARMEL

Dalton Strobel. Staff Reporter

DSTROBEL@CSUMB.EDU

WEEKEND PLANS THAT ARE
KIND TO A COLLEGE BUDGET
Raquelle Miller, Staff Reporter

RAMILLER@CSUMB.EDU

While your parents visit this
weekend — partially to check
on you and your bragged about
study habits, then mysteriously
disappear to buy art and taste
the local food and wines at
Taste of Carmel , there are
plenty of activities in the area
for you and your friends that
won’t leave your wallet empty.
While they’re are out tasting
fine wines on the Bay Bikes
Wine Tour, you and your friends
can be getting ready to head to
the Pacific Grove Museum of
Natural History for Night Owl:
Botany & Brews, where you can
also taste wine — and beer, but
with a fun, educational spin.
This Saturday, Oct. 4 from 7 -11

p.m. for $15 for non-members,
you can learn about some of your
favorite drinks ranging from
wine to tea, and how they are
made from a variety of plants.
When Mom and Dad are taking
in the sights and history of Carmel,
you can catch up on your history
too by heading to the Custom
House Plaza in Monterey for the
Monterey History Fest and learn
about the culture and heritage
that is unique to this historical
part of California. Enjoy guided
tours exploring buildings that date
back to the eighteenth century,
and see where Monterey began.
If social activism is more
your thing, you don’t even need
to leave campus for the Dance
Dash 5k this Oct. 4 from 9 a.m.
to noon. Registration costs $45
and all proceeds are donated

to benefit the local Children’s
Miracle Network Hospitals and
you can learn a new dance move
for each mile of the route that will
prepare you for the flash mob at
the end (to learn more, check
out the article by Tyler Costa).
Finally, on Sunday Oct. 5, the
whole family can bond at the
Monterey Walk to Defeat ALS.
Registration starts at 9:30 a.m.
and the walk begins at 11 a.m. You
can urge your friends and family
to get together to walk and help
bring hope to those living with
ALS. Help bring more awareness
to the Monterey area as well we
raise money to help find a cure.
Now that the weekend is over,
you can happily thank your ‘rents
for coming out and insist that they
plan visits like this more often.

Christmas occurs in October
for hockey fans when the puck
drops again for another actionpacked season for the National
Hockey League (NHL). It seems
like it was only a month ago
when the Los Angeles Kings
earned their second Stanley
Cup in three seasons, and some
familiar superstars hung up the
skates for good, such as Anaheim
Ducks Legend Teemu Selanne.
There are many contenders
that are ready to make the 2015
season theirs. As hockey fans,
we know once in the playoffs any
team can break out and make
a run for the Stanley Cup. Let’s
take a look to see where your
team stacks up against the rest.
The top five teams teams
appear where they are because
they did not lose many players
and even gained a couple
top players from around the
league as well. According to
Scott Burnside of ESPN.com,
this year’s top 5 look like this:
Los Angeles Kings at the top
because they are the reigning

champs, followed by Chicago
Blackhawks, Anaheim Ducks,
St. Louis Blues, and Colorado
Avalanche
respectively.
Junior
and
Psychology
major, Ethan Ogden said “I
transferred from the Los Angeles
area and was raised watching
Kings Hockey so all I have
to say about this upcoming
season is, GO KINGS GO!”
Yet
again,
the
Western
Conference appears to be much
stronger than the East. Local
team, the San Jose Sharks seem
to come up short once the playoffs
come around but with some new
additions to strengthen their
defense they should have a very
strong back line; their wings
are lacking and the same could
be said with their goaltender.
However, they could perhaps
ride superstar Logan Couture all
the way to the promised land.
As all three California teams
take to the ice within the first two
nights of the season, and with all
playing strong opponents, you
might want to catch a game or two.
The Sharks travel to Los Angeles
to take on the reigning cup champs
at 7 p.m. which will air on NBC.
The Ducks travel to Pittsburgh
to take on Sidney Crosby and
the Penguins who always seem
to be a top contender as well.

STUDENT UNION & RECREATION CENTER
INFORMATION CAMPAIGN TEAM (ICT)
The ICT wants you to come learn about the proposed
Student Union & Recreation Center buildings!

Student Open Forums

What’s ICT?

Monday, October 6th, 12:15 pm

The mission of the ICT is to educate the campus community on what
Student Union & Recreation Center buildings would look like physically,
financially, and socially at CSUMB. Through objective analysis,
including statements both for and against the proposed fee, we will
provide opportunities for members of the campus community to learn,
ask questions, and provide feedback/input.

Tanimura & Antle Family Memorial Library, Room 1180

Wednesday, October 8th, 6:30 pm
Student Center, West Lounge

Thursday, October 9th, 8:00pm
Black Box Cabaret (BBC)

Pizza and drinks provided.

Whois ICT?
The ICT consists of six (6) student Ambassadors who are charged with
carrying out the education campaign. Our ambassadors represent both
'traditional' and 'non-traditional* students; students who live on- and
off-campus, including east campus; studying different majors; and
different class standings (ex: sophomore, senior).

Why should I come?
Because student, faculty & staff are critical to this process; no
feedback means it is harder for the ICT to advocate on behalf of the
majority opinion on this matter.

Staff/Faculty Open Forums
Wednesday, October 22nd, 10:30am
Student Center, West Lounge

Thursday, October 23rd, 6:30pm
University Center, Living Room

Friday, October 24, 12:15pm
Student Center, West Lounge

Check out our website for more information, including: FAQ’s, survey/feedback form, reports & other
documents. You can also meet the ICT Student Ambassadors leading this project.

Coffee/tea, fruit & cookies provided.

activities.csumb.edu/ict

For questions & disability accommodations, please contact: ICT@csumb.edu.
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80% of students would not see a rise in their tutition.
www.otterrealm.com

Photo by: Elyse Colbert

REAPING THE
BENEFITS
OF YOUR
COMMUNITY
LOCAL FARMERS MARKETS
BOOST COMMUNITY
ECONOMY

Photo by: Elyse Co l bert

Breanna Brown, Staff Reporter

BREBROWN@CSUMB.EDU

New friends chatter next to
stands abundant with Arctic
Snow nectarines and Autumn
Pride plums. The whistling tune
of a local troubadour is carried
down a strip of pavement lined
with EZ-Up’s while local farmers,
artists, fishermen and chefs
join together to showcase their
goods at local farmers markets.
Strolling through the aisles
of Monterey Peninsula College’s
Friday morning market, you’ll
find buttery and flakey pastries
stocked clear bins, ice piled upon
heaps of fresh and sustainable
seafood, and local farmers
cartoning their farm fresh eggs.
If you rise on Sunday morning,
you can find an abundance of
organic produce neatly stacked
in pyramids, brightly displayed
lilies, sunflowers and orchids,
bewitching turquoise and precious
stone jewelry, or the sweet aroma
of organic coffee brewing at
Everyone’s Harvest Market off
Reservation Road in Marina.
In an interview with the Otter
Realm, Amelia Loftus, owner
of Hidden Fortress Micro Farm

www.otterrealm.com

in Royal Oaks and the Organic
Coffee stand at Everyone’s
Harvest Marina Market, Loftus
said that “by choosing to shop
at local farmers markets you’re
supporting local community
agriculture and
businesses.”
She continued by saying
that “By spending money here,
instead of at chain grocers
such as Safeway or SaveMart,
you’re putting money back into
the community and helping
our economy prosper,” stated.
The organization Everyone’s
Harvest has produced a growing
number of farmers markets
since its debut in 2002. Unique
to the Monterey area, this farm
to table resource began with
the efforts of four students at
Cal State University Monterey
Bay(CSUMB)
as
a
Senior
Capstone project, and has been
committed to providing local
communities with local and
sustainable produce ever since.
Students from CSUMB have
the opportunity to volunteer
through service learning with
Everyone’s Harvest to understand

the benefits of shopping locally.
Madeline
McCuen,
Environmental Science sophmore
and service learning student said
“I volunteered with Everyone’s
Harvest because I support their
mission in helping local businesses
and community members. They
even created the EBT program
allowing the use of food stamps
in exchange for organic produce.”
Farmers
Markets
have
allowed craft makers to become
business owners, farmers to
become grocers, and bakers to
create storefronts showcasing
their talents to the public. They
have given local businesses and
farmers a means for a living
while helping their community,
all
in
an
affordable
and
sustainable manner by promoting
healthy lifestyles for families
and college students alike.
Nicknamed “America’s Salad
Bowl” the Salinas Valley, provides
our community with an abundance
of resources for a sustainable and
organic lifestyle. Here is a list of
local farmers’ markets, so you
can pick the best one for you:
Designed by: Alex Hennessey

21 | Otter Realm | October 2, 2014

TECHNOLOGY IS TAKING
OVER OOR LIVES!
HOW DEPENDENT ARE WE WHEN IT
COMES TO TECHNOLOGY?

FOULS ON THE SIDELINES

WHAT BIG LEAGUE RACISM MEANS AT THE
UNIVERSITY LEVEL

Clare Lenard, Staff Reporter

CLENARD@CSUMB.EDU
As I sit on my couch, laptop prepared
to write this article, my concentration
is compromised by the TV playing
in the background.
Sometimes I
wonder, how did the world manage
without
modern
technology?
Our generation grew up in the digital
age; we embrace technology while some
of our elders fear it. We might take
it for granted, but even the common
cell phone has become so much of
a necessity that most people find it
challenging to go a day with out one.
Then I remember that technology
is the reason I am so distracted at this
moment, and possibly, the majority of
the time. Technology has been able to
make our lives easier, but in some ways
it has also made our society more lazy.
With technology becoming more
advanced, the population has become
negligent and passive.“Some experts
believe excessive use of the Internet,
cellphones and other technologies can
cause us to become more impatient,
impulsive, forgetful and even more
narcissistic” said Tara Parker-Pope,
journalist for The New York Times.
I don't know about most people, but for
me being a college student and growing
up with modern technology and gadgets
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constantly around me, I find myself using
them as a crutch. I choose to engage in
chatting, emailing, and texting rather than
simply conversing with someone face to face.
According to a study by CourseSmart and
Wakefield Research “73 percent of [college
students] said they would not be able to
study without some form of technology, and
38 percent said that they could not even go
more then 10 minutes without checking their
laptop, smartphone, tablet or e-reader,”
said Mashable journalist Sarah Kessler.
Being a college student, I am
submerged in a society that thrives on
technology. Granted, the people I am
in classes with are just like me, we grew
up with this technology so we can’t
possibly help our attraction, nay, our
obsession and dependency of technology.
In the Dining Commons you can find a
group of friends getting a bite to eat together,
but instead of talking, they are on their own
devices locked into their own world. We
are losing touch with the people around us!
The idea that technology can simplify
our lives and help us connect to people
worldwide is a great idea — in theory.
But realistically, we have grown so
dependent on this that it is becoming
difficult to go about our daily lives.

Jacob Guzman, Staff Reporter

JAGUZMAN@CSUMB.EDU
was asked what type of repercussions
would occur if racism existed within the
In the National Basketball Association
locker room. He responded by saying
(NBA), racist comments have been going
that particular player would miss “one
public due to the rise of technology like
to two” games as long with writing a
text messaging, emails, video and audio
paper about racism which would include
recordings. However, at California State
an apology to the affected individual.
University Monterey Bay (CSUMB),
Coach Brown told the Otter Realm
Assistant Basketball Coach, Tyler Brown,
“As coaches we would never tolerate
wants to see athletes play hard but remain
that in our locker room.” He went
compassionate citizens off the court.
on to say “each of us coaches are not
Atlanta Hawks General Manager, Danny
only preparing our players to become
Ferry, recently took an indefinite leave of
great student-athletes, but a functional
absence from work after he was recorded
member of society outside of basketball.”
making a racist comment about basketball
In 2013, 43.3 percent of all head
star Luol Deng. Ferry was recorded saying,
coaches were African American in
“He’s got some African in him. And I don’t
the National Basketball Association
say that in a bad way. But he’s like a guy
(NBA) which is the second highest
who would have a nice store out front, but
in NBA history, 76.3 percent of NBA
sell you counterfeit stuff out of the back.”
players were African American, and
Another more controversial example
81 percent were players of color. In
of racism in the NBA was that of Donald
the NBA league office, 35.7 percent of
Sterling, former owner of the Los Angeles
professional staff positions were of color.
Clippers. Sterling was recorded during
In Division 1 college basketball African
a phone call from his girlfriend making
Americans hold 60.9 percent and whites
racist comments about her taking an
are 30.5 percent. Female athletes at the
Instagram picture with the legend,
Division 1 level are 51 percent AfricanMagic “Showtime” Johnson. Soon after,
American. In all of Division 1 sports,
Sterling was forced to sell his franchise
white male athletes are 62.5 percent
which was worth $2 billion dollars.
and 24.9 percent are African American.
Assistant Basketball coach, Tyler Brown,
www.otterrealm.com
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HOROSCOPES

COULD I ACTUALLY BE
SEEING THE FUTURE?

Danny Simon,

James Morley. Staff Reporter

JMORLEY@CSUMB.EDU
I could be alone on this one, but I’m going to argue
in favour of something a little more supernatural
when it comes to an explanation for deja vu.
Believers and daydreamers - front of the queue.
The phenomena of deja vu is usually described
as that somewhat nauseous gut feeling that
you have seen, felt or experienced a scenario
before. You can’t explain it, you just know.
Many scientists have taken a shot at
explaining this strange sensation. However,
much to their dismay, attempting to study deja
vu is nearly impossible given that we have no
control over when it hits — nor are there any
witnesses other than ourselves. This makes the
topic a slippery, difficult area to investigate.
According to the website howstuffworks.com,
one memory based theory by Robert Efron, known
as Dual Processing, suggests a delayed neurological
response in the process of making short term
memories. “Information enters the processing
centers of the brain via more than one path” and
thereby making it possible that “the blending of
information might not synchronise correctly.”
Sigmund Freud naturally had his say on
the matter too, claiming “repressed desires or
memories related to a stressful event that people
could no longer access as regular memory” as
the answer to deja vu. Pretty standard for Freud.
Science aside, this is where the more
supernatural approach comes into play. Following
an impromptu visit to a spiritualist church one
Saturday night (don’t ask me why), I learnt
that my experience of deja vu was in actual fact
precognition according to a medium working there.
Essentially, precognition is the ability to
see snippets of the future, usually when in
a relaxed meditative state. At first I laughed
it off, as did my two mates who were also
present, but given time to reflect, I am
beginning to give the concept more credit.
The medium encouraged me to question
how often I get deja vu in environments I had
never — and could never have possibly have
experienced before. For example, getting deja
vu in a place I hadn’t been to before (in United
States as I am from Great Britain). Logically,
since I had never been here, it couldn’t have
happened before and thus adding weight
to the suggestion that I could be arguably
dreaming ‘the future’ prior to experiencing it.
Precognition is in no way unique or reserved
only for the world of psychics. Most people just
shrug it off and carry on with their day. According
to the medium I spoke to, when clairvoyants
read a person’s future, they too are using the
same channel that the everyday individual uses
when they experience deja vu. Only through
practice and study have they learnt how to access
the ability to see specific parts of the future of
another individual (mind boggling I know).
Whether you’re a total sceptic and the very
notion of this article was enough to make
you shudder, or someone more open to an
alternative way of thinking, there can be no
denying that deja vu is one thing...bloody weird.

Prophet of the stars, foreteller of all the things

DISCLAIMER: If you have issues with my translation, take it up with the stars.
It should also be noted that any similarities between your real life and these
horoscopes is merely an unfortunate and probably hilarious coincidence.

ARIES

(March 21 -April 19)
A
bizarre
and
untreatable
condition
will
lead
to
many
strange
transformations.
Soon
everything you eat above 90 degrees
Fahrenheit will taste like peanut
butter, and everything below will
be ridiculously spicy. Also your
genitals will become strong magnets.

TAURUS

(April 20 - May 20)
Avoid
unfamiliar,
imported
lotions this month, Taurus. The
stars warn that an encounter with an
unapproved Russian skin product
could cause you to exude a pheromone
that scorpions go crazy for and can
detect thousands of miles away.

GEMINI

(May 21 - June 20)
Keep your heart closely guarded
in the coming weeks. If you don’t,
the stars warn that it could be
impaled by a shoehorn as a result
of a chemical explosion at Payless.

CANCER

(June 21 - July 22)
The stars have nothing but
wonderful things to say about your
selfless and helpful nature. According
to the alignment of the planets, you
would be happy to help me move
this weekend. Make sure you wear
closed-toed shoes and please be
there at 5:30 a.m. sharp. Unless, that
is, the stars are wrong about you.

LIBRA

(Septermber 23 - October 22)
Despite the fact that you have
many decades of life remaining, the
stars imply that you have already
peaked, so to speak, and it’s all
downhill from here. Of course, this is
news that no one wants to hear, but
appreciate benefit of never having to
try to improve your life, because it
simply won’t work. Happy Birthday!

SCORPIO

(October 23 - November 21)
For the rest of your life, you will
not spend a waking second without
hearing a team of excitable Latino
soccer
commentators
narrating
your every move. Obviously this
will be annoying and embarrassing,
especially when you’re trying to have
sex and all you can hear is them
screaming
“GOOOOOAAALLLL!!

SAGITTARIUS

(November 22 - December 21)
The raccoons on campus are
becoming organized and intelligent
at an incredibly rapid pace. Soon
they will assemble a gang the
likes of which would terrify even
the most hardened gang-banger.
The stars suggest that you have
potential to lead the resistance
when the great raccoon war begins.

CAPRICORN

(July 23 - august 22)
Ifyouwakeupafteranightofpartying
with a sore throat and a tummy ache,
seek medical attention. And don’t say I
didn’t warn you when the x-ray reveals
an entire, intact Furby has somehow
made its way into your stomach.

(December 22 - January 19)
The stars say that you will soon
acquire a sleep disorder which
causes you to loudly spew profanity
and extremely racist remarks in your
sleep. If you don’t share a room with
someone, this won’t be too much of
a problem. If you do, they will soon
believe that you’re deeply prejudiced
against Eskimos and the Sudanese.

VIRGO

AQUARIUS

LEO

(August 23 - September 22)
The position of Neptune implies
that soon you will have an accident
in which a part of your body becomes
deep-fried. You must, however, resist
the urge to snack on yourself at all
costs. This is to prevent further injury
and because fried foods are high
in fat anrl low in nutritional valnp

PISCES

(January 20 - February 18)
You never know who you’re flipping
off. Keep that in mind and make sure
to control your emotions on the road
this month. The stars warn that an
unusual amount of violent ex-cons
with anger management problems
will cut you off on the freeway in
the coming weeks. Also everyone
who double parks is a serial killer.

(February 19- March 20)
With the semester in full swing, it’s important that you don’t let
yourself get too stressed. It’s time to let your hair down and put the
‘fun’ in ‘functioning bath salts junkie.’ And remember, you are not a
mere human but a golden, invincible god capable of doing anything.
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LET THERE BE ART

ON SEPT. 24, THE VISUAL AND PUBLIC ARTS (VPA) HELD ITS SITE SPECIFIC ARTS FESTIVAL SHOWCASING
STUDENT, FACULTY AND ALUMNI TALENTS IN VARIOUS FORMS. HERE ARE SOME HIGHLIGHTS:

Artist
Spotlight

Mona the Mammonth has migrated from the front of the library to the
back of the Visual and Public Art's building.

Alumnus Armando
D. Franco is a VPA
graduate
from
2011. He is seen
here with
his
piece "Oh Captain
My
Captain!" A
salute to the late
Williams.
Robin
Franco
chose
to memorialize the
comedian because
"he taught us to
live with passion,
humor and love."
He also wants
this piece to be a
catalyst that can
"shed some light
on the topic of
depression
and
suicide prevention."
Franco
uses
blue painter's tape
for many of his art
pieces because it is
not permanent and
will not damage
property. This way,
his work can be put
up or taken down
virtually anywhere.

VISUAL &
PUBLIC
ART

F/2014

EVENTS
Art by: Dio Mendoza's mixed media art class

SEPTEMBER 17, 2014:6-7 PM
VISITING ARTISTS. KARLA DIAZ & MARIO YBARRA JR

SEPTEMBER 24, 2014: 5-7 PM
SITE SPECIFIC ARTS FESTIVAL

OCTOBER 22, 2014: 6-7 PM
VISITING ARTISTS. BRIAN EDER & CHERRI LAKEY

NOVEMBER 1, 2014:6:30-8:30
DAY OF THE DEAD CELEBRATION

NOVEMBER 12, 2014: 6-7 PM

Art by: Visual and Public Arts major Izzy
Morales, titled: "Organic" Layers
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VISITING ARTISTS. ADRIAN AVILA & MEMBERS OF
SILICON VALLEY DEBUG

www.otterrealm.com

